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TAGS: PFOR, MARR, US, ID 

SUBJECT: U.S. POLICY TOWARD THE INDIAN OCEAN 

REF: NEW DELHI 5616; STATE 031796; JAKARTA 5439; 

NAIROBI 3635; BANGKOK 7092 

1. WE ARE MOST HEARTENED BY THE RESPONSES OF AMBASSADORS 
KINTNER, NEWSON AND MARSHALL TO OUR PROPOSAL ON DIEGO 
GARCIA. WHATEVER THE AMERICAN OBJECTIVE MAY BE ON THAT 
ATOLL - WASHINGTONWILL GRANT WE HAVE BEEN ENTERTAINED 
TO A RANGE OF POSSIBILITIES - OUR MISSION OUT HERE CAN 
TRY TO HELP OBTAIN THAT OBJECTIVE. IN PARTICULAR, WE 
CAN WORK ON LEADERS WHO PRIVATELY ARE SYMPATHETIC TO 
OUR ACTIONS BUT FEEL IT WOULD BE POLITICALLY COSTLY TO 
SAY SO PUBLICLY. DIPLOMACY HAS SOMETHING TO DO WITH 
CHANGING SUCH CALCULATIONS OF BENEFIT AND COST. 

2. 1 HAVE WORKED FOR TWO PRESIDENTS, ONE DESTROYED, 
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ONE SAVAGELY ASSAILED, FOR PERSISTING IN VIETNAM POLICY 
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WHICH THEY KNEW TO BE WIDELY SUPPORTED BY THE GOVERNMENTS 
OF ASIA, WIHCH GOVERNMENTS HOWEVER MAINLY STATED 
THEIR SUPPORT IN PRIVATE AND MAINLY WERE ALOOF OR 
HOSTILE IN PUBLIC.I DARE TO THINK THAT BOTH PRESIDENTS 
UNDERESTIMATED THE INFLUENCE OF THESE PUBLIC POSTURES 
ON AMERICAN OPINION. SENATOR HUMPHREY'S RECENT COMMENT 
ABOUT THE SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA FOR OUR 
VIETNAM POLICIES IS A CASE IN POINT. NO GREAT STIR 
OCCURRED HERE OR IN THE UNITED STATES BECAUSE EVEN THE 
INFORMED PUBLIC COULD NEVER BELIEVE INDIA WOULD DO ANY 
SUCH THING. 

3. LET ME BE CLEAR THAT I THOUGHT OUR VIETNAM POLICIES 

WERE MAD, THAT THEY WOULD DANGEROUSLY WEAKEN OUR WILLING- 
NESS TO OPPOSE TOTALITARIAN COMMUNISM IN THE WORLD. 

THEY HAVE. THEY HAVE WEAKENED, FOR EXAMPLE, OUR ABILITY 
TO DO SOMETHING FAIRLY MODEST AND PROBABLY SENSIBLE, 

WHICH IS BUILD UP DIEGO GARCIA A BIT. 

4. NOTE THAT AMERICAN OPINION ON THIS SUBJECT IS MOVING 
IN THE VIETNAM DIRECTION. I HAVE READ CAREFULLY 

THE HOUSE DEBATE ON THE APPROPRIATION. (AND I WOULD 
ASK SUSPICIOUS SOULS AT HOME TO NOTE THAT THE ONE 
CONGRESSMAN WHO COULD SAY HE HAD ACTUALLY BEEN IN DELHI 
AND HAD FOUND NO SERIOUS OPPOSITION TO DIEGO GARCIA HERE 
WAS PETER FREYLINGHUYSEN, WHOM I ESCORTED ABOUT. HIS 
SPEECH WAS FORCEFUL AND I EXPECT CONVINCING. I WOULD 
ASK THE PENTAGON TO TAKE NOTE. I WOULD ASK THE PENTAGON 
GENERALLY, HOWEVER, TO NOTE THE WRITTEN STATEMENT OF LEE 
HAMILTON. (HE WAS AWAY IN INDIANA, CONCERNED WITH THE THEN 
RECENT TORNADE.) IT WAS A REASONED, MODERATE, AND OMINOUS 
STATEMENT. HE HAD NOT BEEN CONVINCED. NOR HAD HE 
THOUGHT THE HOUSE HAD CONSIDERED THE MATTER. THE ARMED 
SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT ON DIEGO GARCIA WAS BOILERPLATE 
FROM ADMIRAL ZUMW ALT'S TESTIMONY. I REPEAT, I HOPE THIS IS 
READ. HAMILTON IS CHARIMAN OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON SOUTH ASIA 
OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS. HE IS BY FAR 
THE MOST KNOWLEDGEABLE AND INFORMED MEMBER OF THE HOUSE 
REGARDING THIS AREA: POSSIBLY OF EITHER HOUSE. HE IS NOT 
A FLASHY MAN: HE IS, RATHER, THE KIND OF MAN WHO HAS INFLUENCE 
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IN THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS. I WOULD BE VERY WORRIED IF I 
WERE THE MILITARY AND FACED THE FACT OF HOW LITTLE HE WAS 
IMPRESSED WITH ADMINISTRATION ARGUMENTS. 

4. IF I WERE THE MILITARY I WOULD WORRY EVEN MORE ABOUT 
WHAT WOULD SEEM TO BE AN AUTOMATIC ASSUMPTION THAT WE CAN DO 
NOTHING TO INFLUENCE POLITICAL OPINION IN ASIA, THAT ALL WE 
CAN DO IS MUSCLE OUR WAY ABOUT WITH WHAT MUSLCE WE HAVE 
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LEFT. IS THAT WHAT REMAINS OF AMERICAN MORALE AFTER 
VIETNAM. THEN IT REALLY WAS A DISASTER. 

5. WELL LET IT BE KNOWN THAT THE MORALE AT THIS EMBASSY 

IS HIGH AND GETTING HIGHER. WE ARE NOT ABOUT TO LET DIEGO 

GARCIA BE A TOTAL LOSS TO AMERICAN DIPLOMACY UNLESS WASHINGTON 

BY DEFAULT ORDERS US TO SURRENDER. OBVIOUSLY THIS 

IS NOT SOMETHING THE SECRETARY CAN FIND TIME FOR. BUT IS 

THERE NO ONE ELSE ON THE PAYROLL IN WASHINGTON? 

MOYNIHAN 



SECRET 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: NAVAL FORCES, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, MILITARY BASES, MILITARY POLICIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 04 MAY 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GarlanWA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974NEWDE05955 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X3 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 08-0331 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740573/aaaacnzq.tel 

Line Count: 125 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION PM 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: NEW DELHI 5616: STATE 031796; JAKART, A 5439: 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GarlanWA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 JUL 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 JUL 2002 by kelleyw0>; APPROVED <31 JAN 2003 by GarlanWA> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: U.S. POLICY TOWARD THE INDIAN OCEAN 
TAGS: PFOR, MARR, US, ID, XO, IN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




